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Making the most of Frankfurt’s Christmas Market 

Starting on November 27th 2017, the heart of the Frankfurt Christmas market is on the 

Römerberg in the old town. Here you will find the town hall, the 33 meter Christmas tree 

and plenty of stalls to browse. Glühwein is available throughout  the market but read on for 

a few tips on the best places to try this warming, hot mulled wine. Market opens at 10am 

(11am on Sundays) and closes at 9pm. There is a map at the end of this document 

highlighting the key Christmas Market areas.  

Frankfurt Christmas market on the Römerberg 

The main hub of the Christmas market can be found on the Römerberg, in the old town 

(indicated by the pinkish/red area at the southern tip of the attached map). The Römerberg 

is the traditional site of the market, going all the back to the 14th century. Prior to browsing 

the stalls and commencing with the drinking, peak behind the huge Christmas tree to find 

the entrance to the town hall and step inside to for the annual Christmas arts fair (8th - 

22nd December 2017). Local artists sell their wares directly to the public and there is a 

lovely mix of jewellery, pottery, sculpture as well as framed pictures and photographs. 

A highlight of the Christmas market on the Römerberg is the carousel. It's not just for 

children so you should definitely have a quick ride before moving on. From the carousel, if 

you head toward the Schirn Art Gallery you'll pass a few stalls on your right. One stall sells 

hand-made wooden decorations which can easy be packed into luggage if you’re travelling 

this Christmas, and make great mementoes.  Beyond the wooden decoration stall and to the 

left is a row of small sheds. This is where you'll find some of the best home-made Glühwein 

in Frankfurt. The locals hang out here, sipping a cup of hot wine after work, and it gets busy! 

At the other end of the row of sheds is the Bethmännchen stall selling baked marzipan 

treats, only to be found in Frankfurt. 

Frankfurt Christmas market on Paulsplatz 

Another area of the Christmas market to explore is on Paulsplatz, the area marked in purple 

on the map. Next to the St. Paul's church is Wagner's honey house. It's a traditional timber-

framed (fachwerk) house converted especially for the Christmas market. Upstairs is a variety 

of honey based drinks and liqueurs to buy, whilst downstairs has an amazing variety of 

honey. St.Paul's church also hosts a Christmas arts fair in it's cellar, which is worth a browse 

(29th Nov - 21st Dec). Back outside the church, follow the church walls round to the 

Christmas market stalls. Here you will find one of my favourite hot chestnut sellers and 

directly opposite is the Lion's Club Glühwein stall selling a good quality Glühwein. There is 

also a traditional Tiroler wood carver stall, Bachmann selling hand crafted nativity scenes 

and figures.  

http://www.holzschnitzerei-bachmann.com/neuigkeiten/weihnachtsmaerkte/100-weihnachtsmarkt-2015.html
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Frankfurt Christmas market on Friedrich-Stoltze-Platz 

From Paulsplatz head over to Friedrich-Stoltze-Platz (marked on the map in solid pink), it has 

outdoor seating and a great selection of things to eat from vegan specialities to traditional 

Reibekuchen (potato cakes with apple sauce). At this "Platz" you will also find the best 

Feuerzangenbowle, a potent Glühwein containing caramelised sugar and rum.  Every time 

someone leaves a tip, the bell is rung and more rum is poured over the caramelising sugar. 

Like I say, it's potent! 

Frankfurt Christmas market on Hauptwache 

From Friedrich-Stoltze-Platz, head to Hauptwache (outlined in Blue on the map) for more 

Christmas cheer. Close to the children's Christmas train is a lovely stall selling traditional 

wood toys. Head towards the Zeil and you will find another Wagner's Honey House. The 

novelty in this location is how the house contains a large statue of David and Goliath within 

it - go inside and take a look! 

Frankfurt Christmas market on at the Thurn und Taxis Palace 

The markets close by 9pm but if you are still hankering for one last Glühwein before you 

head home, go to the Christmas Marktet at the Thurn und Taxis Palais, top of the map 

outlined in green (opening dates: 29th Nov - 23rd Dec 2017) Thursday to Saturday the 

market stays open until 11pm (10pm on other evenings) and it offers yet more food and 

drink for the late night party lovers. 

 

For more information about the Frankfurt Christmas Market try these links: 

Dates for special events at the Christmas Market, e.g.  Christmas brass band playing on the 

Römerberg, ringing of the church bells, visit by St. Nicholas to the Christmas market, Festive Steam 

train schedule. 

This link offers more information on the traditions of the Frankfurt Christmas Market and a great 

video, too. 

 

Merry Christmas to you all and have fun at the 

Frankfurt Weihnachtsmarkt! 

 

  

https://www.walk-frankfurt.com/blog/frankfurt-christmas-market-events-by-date
https://www.walk-frankfurt.com/blog/the-frankfurt-christmas-market-2017?rq=Christmas
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Map of Frankfurt Christmas Markets 

 

 

 This link will take you to the interactive map 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z4nhHCHA-8A7-QT8yLERjr30dKY&usp=sharing

